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	ICT TASK QCA 5D and 6B – Introduction to spreadsheets and spreadsheet modelling
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	Context
	
	
	

	Some of the pupils had limited knowledge about spreadsheets, mainly to create graphs from a database. Most were able to competently save and print their own work. They had a good understanding of how a basic word processor works.

	Task Description
	
	
	

	The pupils were introduced to spreadsheets and how to enter numbers, text and simple formulae. They then used this knowledge to set up simple spreadsheets, which allowed them to carry out calculations, make predictions and test them in realistic problem solving contexts. 

	Learning Intentions

Numeracy:  Knowledge and Understanding
	
	ICT: Skills, Knowledge and Understanding
	ICT Level

	
	
	
	KS1
	KS2
	KS3



	Pupils begin to organise their work and check results, trying different ways to overcome problems.
	
	Use a spreadsheet to calculate totals and solve problems.
	W/1
	2/3
	4/5

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pupils develop their own strategies for solving problems. They present information and results in a clear and organised way.
	
	Use a spreadsheet to explore the effects of changing data, making predictions about the consequences of their decisions
	1/2
	3/4
	5/6

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pupils identify and obtain necessary information to carry through and solve mathematical problems. They check their results, considering whether they are sensible.
	
	Use spreadsheets to explore the effects of changing data, make predictions and test them.
	2/3
	4/5
	6/7

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Numeracy POS related to task: Ma 2: 1b, 1c, 1e, 1f,
	
	ICT POS related to task: 1c, 2a, 2c4c
	
	
	

	Teaching Approach
	
	
	
	
	

	Whole class introductions with the activities modelled on the interactive whiteboard. Paired work in mainly mixed ability pairs, with a final plenary to review and consolidate.

	Links with other curriculum areas

	Literacy – Speaking and listening skills.

	Subject Learning Gains – Numeracy – Spreadsheets provide a rapid way to check predictions and allow pupils to easily create and compare a variety of charts or graphs to assess which would be the most effective.


