LESSON PLAN

	Date:
	Summer 2004
	
	Time:
	60 mins
	
	Focus for Lesson:
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	This lesson plan is linked to Activity No:
	
	in “Ideas for Integrating ICT” Vol 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Learning Intentions:
	To know that information can be stored in a computer program called a database. To use a simple search tool to find answers to simple questions in a prepared database.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	New Vocabulary
	Database, search, ‘Layout-Find’, ‘Organise-Show all records’
	Resources:
	Interactive whiteboard, prepared Appleworks ‘Materials’ database, question sheets, pencils, 2Simple puppets graph and sample branching database, My Computer Diary Sheets.

	

	Time
	Teacher Action
	Pupils’ Action / Learning

	Introduction to Lesson

	15 mins
	Look at the 2Simple puppets graph on the IWB and get the pupils to explain the sort information it tells us and the kind of questions that can be answered. Suggest some questions that can’t be answered (which is the biggest puppet). Do the same with a sample of the branching database created last week.

Explain that there are other programs that we can use to answer questions, if they contain the correct information.
	Pupils to suggest possible questions.

Pupils to recall possible yes or no answered questions that could be asked about the fruit. 



	Main part of Lesson:

	30 mins
	Ask the pupils the sort of things they have found out about materials in Science and explain that some of this information has been put into a database. Open up the database and browse through the cards, explaining the information and drop down menus.

Ask the pupils to think of possible questions that the database could be asked. Show how to go to ‘Layout-Find ‘ and search for an answer. Explain that only a limited number of records are now visible, so you have to go to ‘Organise-Show all records’ before asking another questions.

Show the pupils the question sheets and quickly run through the questions so they understand them.

Assist pupils with opening the database and using Find.
	Pupils to observe and listen.

Pupils suggest questions that could be asked of the database.

Pupils find and open database.  Use Find to answer the questions on the sheet, adding more of their own.

	Plenary:

	15

mins
	Review the question sheets and compare answers. Can the pupils suggest any answers that cannot be answered by this database? Discuss the contents of the Computer Diary sheets and assist the pupils with completing them.
	Join in discussion of the answers and consider other questions.

Complete Computer Diaries.

	

	Homework opportunities:
	Pupil Support: Pupils work in mixed ability pairs.
	Extension Activities: Can pupils devise their own questions?
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