INFORMATION SHEET

The Council

The council represents local people. In Lewisham the borough has about 248,000 residents for whom the council provides a wide range of environmental, day to day and other services. Local people are represented by councillors.

What is a councillor?

Lewisham Borough has been divided into 18 areas called “wards”. The people in each ward vote for the person they want to represent them on Lewisham Council. These people - or candidates - come from different political parties. The candidate who wins the most votes gets a seat on the council and becomes a “councillor”.

Lewisham has 54 councillors, 3 for each ward. 

The Mayor of Lewisham

The first directly elected Mayor of Lewisham was elected by the residents in 2002. Previously mayors were nominated and chosen by the councillors but in 2002 this was changed so that the people of Lewisham could elect the person they wanted to be their mayor. The Mayor chooses some councillors to form a cabinet and together they lead the council in making all the decisions that affect local people. 

What are the differences between the Council and the Government?

They work in very similar ways. Both of them contain members of political parties who have been voted for by the public.

The main differences are:

· There is only one government.


There are lots of councils - one for every part of the country.

· The government is based in the Houses of Parliament in Westminster.


Councils are usually based in town halls or county halls.

· The government makes decisions that affect the whole of the United Kingdom. It is far more powerful than a council. It decides things like the law, action to take on unemployment, our relationship with other countries and whether we should go to war or not.


Lewisham Council makes decisions that affect just the borough of Lewisham. It controls things such as how regularly your dustbins are emptied, how many libraries there are and whether a new shop can be built at the end of your road.

Where does the council get its money?
Lewisham Council needs millions of pounds every year which it uses to run the schools and other services. Most of this money is given to the council by the government; the rest comes from local businesses and people who live in Lewisham.

Council Tax

Each year, the council sends out bills to every house in the borough. The amount of Council Tax each person pays depends on how much their house is worth and how many people live in it. 

The average bill in Lewisham is £1,200 a year.

How does the Council get things done?
The Council uses a lot of the money it gets to employ people. It needs to pay people to carry out the work it wants done. Lewisham Council employs more than 11,000 people.

The Budget

Each year the council gets funds from a variety of sources including the government and the council tax. Last year this was about £365 million. The council has to decide how this money is going to be spent. This is called the council’s ‘budget’. 

Sometimes there is not enough money to pay for everything the council wants to do. The council has to save money by making ‘cutbacks.’

This could mean: 

fewer libraries


parks not being looked after


it costs more to go swimming

It could also mean that everybody pays bigger Council Tax bills.

Setting the budget is one of the most important things the Council has to do.
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